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26™ ISN - ESN BIENNIAL MEETING 2017 REPORT

Huy Bang Nguyen
(Division of Neurobiology and Bioinformatics, National Institute for Physiological Sciences.)

(Department of Anatomy and Molecular Histology,

Interdisciplinary Graduate School of Medicine and Engineering, University of Yamanashi)

I was awarded a travel award from ISN and since then I attended both 26" ISN - ESN Biennial
Meeting Paris, France (Aug. 20" - 24") and The 13" Biennial ISN Satellite Meeting Myelin Biology
2017, Paris, France (Aug. 25" - 28").

The main conference was held in “Palais des congrés de Paris”, where have many hall for symposia
and big exhibition room for poster session. The meeting timetable was well organized with many ple-
nary lectures, Young Scientist Lectureship together with symposia. This timetable allowed me to listen
to the lecture without overlapping with other sessions. At the symposium, I can listen to many presen-
tation in English which help me easy to understand and improve my knowledge in many fields of
neurochemistry. Poster session was held in three days but the poster exhibition hall was big enough
for hundred of posters, so I can read and discuss with many presenters. I present a poster with the
title “Alterations of synaptic terminals in cerebellum of the chronic demyelination mouse model”, which
investigated alterations of axon terminals in cerebellum, using a progressive demyelination mouse
model caused by overexpression of proteolipid protein. Attending the 26" ISN - ESN Biennial Meeting
has a significant impact in my career, because my research project needs multidisciplinary approaches
including neuroscience, cell biology, morphology, physiology and medicine. I was eager to introduce my
study to many researchers and have communications with them. Interacting with and obtaining feed-
backs from the researchers with various backgrounds help progress of my project and establishment
of my career. Since then I can acquire more knowledge about glia, glia-neuron interactions and myelin
disorders, which will be critical for development of my new research projects and my future career as
a neuroscientist.

I am grateful to my supervisor and also Professor Ikenaka that gave me a big chance to attend an

international conference during my doctoral course in Japan.
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14" ISN Advanced School of Neurochemistry and
26" ISN - ESN Biennial Meeting Participation report

Thai Truc Quynh

(Division of Neurobiology and Bioinformatics, National Institute for Physiological Sciences)

I was fortunately got the ISN Advanced School award and since I participated the 14™ ISN
Advanced School of Neurochemistry and 26" ISN - ESN Biennial Meeting of the International Society
for Neurochemistry and the European Society for Neurochemistry in France, which were hold from 16
to 24 August, 2017. This is my great pleasure to send you a participation report of the ISN-ESN
Meeting.

Paris, wow, one of the most famous city in the world. This is a greatly present for me this year. I'm
really so excited to read the acceptable email from the conference secretaries. First of all, I attended
the Advanced School from 16-20 in Varennes Jarcy, France. This is an amazing time for me to meet
and have a relationship with other young students from everywhere in the world. We have some
classes about neurochemistry during 3 days, which were taught by expert Professors. They not only
taught us about science, but also about some basic skill in research such as how to publish the high
quality papers, how to write the papers in the professional way...They gave us a chance to express
ourself in many different roles : poster presenter, master of ceremonies, ... I received a lot of construc-
tive feedbacks and advices for my study. I also enjoyed the sightseeing, we went to the Chateau of
Louis XIV in the Ile-de-France region and enjoy their cultures.

After that I went to the main meeting which was hold in Paris from 20-24 in Paris. This meeting is
out of my imaging. This is really a surprise huge meeting for me. There were many sessions in four
halls during these days. I had a chance to listen directly some of presenters whom I always read their
papers. The poster sessions also much larger in
many topics. It really took time to go around all the
poster presentations. I found some topics which is
helpful for my research. I discussed with them and
got many informative ideas which helps further
progress of my project. My poster session was neu-
rodegenerative disease and the topic was
Association between mitochondria and endoplas-

mic reticulum in dysmyelinated axons. I had mean-

ing time to introduce my research with other
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young scientists and expert neuroscientists. I met more friends at this meeting as well as my old
Japanese coauthors. I understood more about Nigerian, Australian, Indian, Malaysian,
Belarusian...cultures. I also had a time to enjoy the city view. Paris at night is romantic, charming. We
had a farewell party at the last day, people enjoyed together in the friendly and informal
atmosphere.

And the last but not least, I would like to express my deep gratitude to all Japanese neurochemical

members who gave me such a valuable opportunity.



Conference Report

26™ ISN-ESN BIENNIAL MEETING REPORT

Yang Sui

(Division of Neurobiology and Bioinformatics, National Institute for Physiological Sciences)

I was fortunately got a travel award from ISN and since then I attended The 14™ ISN Advance
School of Neurochemistry in Paris, France (August 16™-20") and 26" ISN-ESN Biennial Meeting Paris,
France (Aug. 20"-24").

The advance school was held at Chateau Varennes in the Ile-de-France region. That is a magnificent
building dating from 1750. The peaceful, rural atmosphere is enhanced by the wooded park, and beau-
tiful materials will invite you to relax. The topic of the School is “The energetic brain”, which reflects
the fact that the brain has a high need for energy and maintains a delicate interplay between energy
metabolism, neurotransmission and plasticity. Disturbances to the energetic balance, to mitochondria
quality control or to glia-neuron metabolic interaction may lead to brain circuit malfunction or even
severe disorders of the CNS. We approach this topic from different angles from neurochemistry, neu-
rophysiology and molecular and cellular neurobiology, but also towards application in the clinic, which
offers a lot of very promising new developments. Our lectures were given by leading experts in these
fields. By attending this school, I can learn not only from neurochemistry, neurophysiology and molecu-
lar and cellular neurobiology, but also learn how to write a good paper. I have the opportunity to pres-
ent my own work in short oral presentations and in a poster session. At the same time, I also have a
chance to discuss with the Chief editor of the Journal of Neurochemistry, which help me understood
scientific publishing.

After the advance school, I moved to the main ISN conference. The meeting schedule was well orga-
nized with many plenary lectures, Young Scientist Lectureship together with symposia. This timetable
allowed me to listen to the lecture without overlapping with other sessions. At the symposium, I can
listen to many presentation in English which help me easy to understand and improve my knowledge
in many fields of neurochemistry. Poster session was held in three days but the poster exhibition hall
was big enough for hundreds of posters, so I can read and discuss with many presenters. I present a
poster with the title “A novel model: Optical stimulation causes axonal degeneration mediated by axo-
plasmic calcium”, which is the first time to show my research. I have received many valuable sugges-
tions and questions worth considering.

I am grateful to organizers and my supervisor that gave me a big chance to attend an international
conference during my master course in Japan. I learned a lot in this conference. And I also making a
lot of friends from all over the world. This will be a beautiful memory of my life and memorable chap-

ter of my career.
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Conference Report

The 26" International Society of Neurochemistry (ISN) and
the European Society for Neurochemistry (ESN)
Biennial meeting 20-24 August 2017, Paris, France

Dilina Tuerde
(Molecular Neuroscience Laboratory, Department of Biological Sciences,

Tokyo Metropolitan University)

I am very delighted indeed that I had the opportunity to attend the 26™ International Society of
Neurochemistry (ISN) and the European Society for Neurochemistry (ESN) in Paris France, 20-24
August 2017. It was a very valuable experience that it provided me a chance to learn from numerous
innovative studies presented, and also to meet and discuss with world renowned researchers.

The conference was conducted for 4 days (21-24 August) with morning plenary lectures including a
senior keynote speaker and a junior keynote speaker, followed by two breakout sessions covering dif-
ferent topics including development, gene and genetics, synapses and neurotransmission, molecular
basis of diseases, neurodegeneration or cell energetics. It was indeed an excellent occasion for me to
develop ideas, raise visibility, and get inspired. I was tremendously fascinated by Prof. Giovanna
Mallucci who is a professor of clinical neurosciences at the University of Cambridge. She talked on the
importance of unfolded-protein response stress and its contribution to several neurodegenerative dis-
eases, with the importance of elongation factor 2E (elF2E) as a rescue pathway in neurodegeneration.
More interesting portion was the description in the second part of the cold-shock response and the
contribution of RBM3 as a neuroprotective agent. Another interesting keynote lecture was from Dr.
Deborah Toiber, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. Her group used mice to show that levels of the
stress responsive protein Sirtuin-6 (SIRT6) are correlated with DNA repair functions. A decrease in
SIRT6 protein levels resulted in increased DNA damage and preceded other indications of neurode-
generative diseases. Fortunately, I got the chance to talk and discuss with her about my research and
interesting point in neurodegeneration. Therefore, I consider this was a unique opportunity for me to
discuss with number of academics and professionals from different countries who have similar
research interests.

My submitted abstract entitled “Isoform-independent and -dependent phosphorylation of microtu-
bule-associated protein tau in mouse brain during postnatal development”, was accepted for poster
presentation. My findings, in summary, indicate that tau phosphorylation state change is not required

their isoforms change. During poster session, I discussed my findings with other researchers and also
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Writer (center) is talking with Dr. Deborah Toiber Writer (third from right) at farewell party.
(right).

received valuable feedbacks that might contribute to improve my research in future. Moreover, I got
a chance to visit Dr. Mitchell K.P. Lai Lab at National University of Singapore. It was a great opportu-
nity for me to meet people, hone my communication skill, discuss ideas and get input about my work.

Attending the ISN-ESN biennial meeting exposed me to many novel techniques and interesting find-
ings within my field, which have given me new ideas for my research. It also provided me an oppor-
tunity to establish a network of connections, which will grow throughout my PhD and hopefully
contribute to my career. I am very thankful for the excellent opportunity that I could meet many
eminent personalities and share my views with them effectively. I greatly appreciate Japanese Society

for Neurochemistry for supporting my travel to Paris to attend this conference.
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